
 

St. Edmund Campion Catholic Primary School​
Long Term Planning​
Nursery 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Themes/key 
question 

Seasons- Autumn 
All about me 
 

Seasons- Autumn to 
Winter 
Space 
Dinosaurs 
 

Seasons- Winter to 
Spring 
Fantasy and Fairy 
tales 
 

Seasons- Spring 
Planting and Growing 
Minibeasts 

Seasons- Spring to 
summer 
Around the World 
(including our local 
area) 
People Who Help us 

Seasons- Summer 
Animals and their 
habitats 
Transitions 

Impact of theme Getting to know 
individual children and 
their uniqueness. 
Children to make 
relationships with 
peers and adults and to 
be confident in the 
setting. 

Children learn about 
things outside of their 
day to day experiences 

Children become 
familiar with 
traditional tales 
Children explore 
their imaginations 
 
 

Children experience 
how living things 
grow and learn to 
appreciate and care 
for the world around 
us 

Children learn about 
different countries: 
their cultural 
celebrations and 
communities. 
Children are able to 
recognise those who 
can help them. 

Children learn about 
nature, and how 
different animals 
thrive in different 
habitats. 
Children learn the 
importance of a 
sustainable 
environment. 

Core Texts 
 
Subject to change 

Giraffes Can’t Dance by 
Giles Andreae ~ Owl 
Babies~ 
Monkey Puzzle by Julia 
Donaldson ~ A Friend for 
Little Bear by Harry Horse 
~ 
Our House by Michael 
Rosen~ The Colour 
Monster by Anna Llenas~ 
Mine by Rachel Bright 
~You Can’t Taste a Pickle 
with Your Ear! by Harriet 
Ziefert • The Listening 
Walk by Paul Showers • 
My Five Senses by Aliki~ 
The Gingerbread 
Man~Seasons Come, 
Season Go, Tree by 
Patricia Hegarty 
~The Gruffalo by Julia 
Donaldson~ Percy the 

Aliens Love Underpants~ 
Edward Built a Rocket 
~The Dinosaur that 
Pooped a Planet~ The 
Nativity Play ~Pip and 
Posy ~ The Snowy Day 
by Axel Scheffler~ 
Stickman by Julia 
Donaldson ~ 
The Jolly Christmas 
Postman By Allan 
Alberg~Mrs Pepperpot's 
Christmas~ 
The Fox’s Tale: The First 
Christmas 

- A range of traditional 
tales including The 
Three Billy Goats Gruff; 
The Three Little The 
Enormous Turnip and 
The Hare and the 
Tortoise 

~Zog ~Pete’s Dragon~ 
The Adventures of Egg 
box Dragon~ The 
Singing Mermaid ~ 
Pirates Love 
Underpants ~ The 
Princess and the 
Wizard ~ The Princess 
and the Frog ~ The 
Elves and the 
Shoemaker 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes~ 
Pancake, Pancake~ 
The Runaway 
Pancake~Jack and the 
Beanstalk~ 
Seasons Come, 
Seasons Go,Tree~ The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar 
~ 
Aaaarrgghhh, Spider!~ 
Superworm~ Rex the 
Rhinoceros Beetle ~ 
What the Ladybird 
Heard ~ The Very Busy 
Spider ~ The Bad 
Tempered Ladybird ~ 
The Easter Story~ 
We’re Going on an Egg 
Hunt ~ 

You can’t take an 
Elephant on the bus ~ 
Don’t Let the Pigeon 
Drive the Bus! ~ In 
Every House, On Every 
Street ~ Martha Maps It 
Out ~ Katie in London 
~A Place Called Home 
~Handa’s Surprise~ 
Welcome to our World 

Harry and the 
Dinosaurs by Ian 
Whybrow ~ 
Tyrannosaurus Drip By 
Julia Donaldson ~ Dear 
Zoo by Rod Campbell ~ 
Supermarket Zoo by 
Caryl Hart~ Monkey 
Puzzle ~Rosie’s Walk 
by Pat 
Hutchins~Farmer Duck 
by Martin Waddell~ 
The Scarecrow’s 
Wedding~ On the Farm 
Axel Schefler ~A 
Squash and A 
squeeze~ Titus’s 
Troublesome Tooth~ 
Saving Tally By Serena 
Lane Ferrari~ 
Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley by Sarah 



 

Park Keeper stories~ 
Pumpkin Soup by Helen 
Cooper 
 

Roberts~ Greta and 
The Giants~ Clean Up 
by Nathan Bryon ~ First 
Day at Bug School By 
Sam LLoyd 

Family/community 
engagement 

-​ Invite grandparents in to talk about their 

childhood experiences 

-​ Nativity Performance  

-​ Invite parents in to talk about their jobs 

(especially anyone in emergency services, 

dentist, doctor) 

-​  

-​ Parents/ grandparents invited in to talk 

about their country of origin 

-​ Sports Day 

-​ Graduation 

Core Skills and 
Experiences 

-​ Talk about feelings 

in self and others. 

-​ Recognise things 

that they are good 

at. 

-​ To take part in a 

group performance 

-​ To visit a place of 

worship (Church). 

-​ Planting a seed, caring for it and  

watching it grow 

-​ Living eggs - to witness the life cycle of a 

chick from egg to chick and to care for it 

- Farm visit, learn 

about farm animals 

and why we keep 

them, care for 

animals 

- Sports Day- to take 

part in a friendly 

competitive event 

-​ celebrate end of 

one stage of their 

development and 

prepare for 

change 

Core Songs, rhymes 
and poems 
 
(in addition to 
traditional nursery 
rhymes which we 
sing all the time) 

Head. shoulders, knees 
and toes 
If you’re happy and you 
know it, 
The name song 
Days of the week song 
Weather song 
Pantasaurus 

5 Jolly Snowmen 

There are 9 planets in the 

solar system  

Zoom,  Zoom, Zoom 

5 Little Men in a Flying 

Saucer 

Pirate song (singing 
hands) 
Little Peter Rabbit 
 

There’s a worm at the 

bottom of the garden 

(singing hands) 

I dig my garden (singing 

hands) 

Old MacDonald 
5 Little Firemen 
(Singing hands) 
The Wheels on the Bus 

The sun has got his hat 

on 

We went to the animal 

fair 

An elephant has 

wrinkles (singing 

hands) 

WR Maths Units Comparison 1: More 
than, fewer than, same 
Shape, Space & measure 
1: Explore & build with 
shapes and objects 
Pattern 1: Explore 
repeats 
Counting 1: Hear and say 
number names 

Counting 2: Begin to 

order number names 

Subitising 1: 1 see 1,2,3 

Pattern 2: Join in with 

repeats 

Shape, Space & measure 
2: Explore position and 
space 

Subitising 2: Show me 
1,2,3 
Counting 3: Move and 
label 1,2,3 
Shape, space and 
measure 3: Explore 
position and routes 
Pattern 3: Explore own 
first patterns 

Counting 4: Take and 

give 1,2,3 

Shape, space and 

measure 4: match, talk, 

push and pull 

Subitising 3: Talk about 

dots 

Comparison 2: 

Compare and sort 

collections 

Pattern 4: Lead on own 
repeats 
Shape, space and 
measure 5: Start to 
puzzle 
Pattern 5: Making 
patterns together 
Subitising 4: Make 
games and actions 

Counting 5: Show me 5 

Pattern 6: My own 

pattern 

Counting 6: Stop at 

1,2,3,4,5 

Comparison 3: Match, 

sort and compare 



 

Progression of Communication and Language 

 
 
 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding  

                                                                                                                Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 3-4 year old check points/Early 

Learning Goal 
~ Enjoy listening to 
longer stories and 
can remember 
much of what 
happens.  
~  Use a wider 
range of 
vocabulary.  
~ Sing a large 
repertoire of 
songs.  
~ Know many 
rhymes, be able to 
talk about familiar 
books, and be able 
to tell a long story.  

• Use talk to 
organise 
themselves and 
their play: “Let’s go 
on a bus... you sit 
there... I’ll be the 
driver.” 
 
 

 Pay attention to 
more than one 
thing at a time, 
which can be 
difficult.  

Understand a 
question or 
instruction that 
has two parts, 
such as “Get your 
coat and wait at 
the door”. 

Understand ‘why’ 
questions, like: 
“Why do you think 
the caterpillar got 
so fat? 
Develop their 
communication, 
but may continue 
to have problems 
with irregular 
tenses and plurals, 
such as ‘runned’ for 
‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for 
‘swam’ 

Listen to others 
and be able to 
ask questions 
to develop their 
ideas and 
understanding 
or resolve 
conflict. 

3-4 year old Observation Checkpoint  
Around the age of 3, can the child shift 
from one task to another if you fully 
obtain their attention, for example, by 
using their name?  
ELG Listen attentively and respond to 
what they hear with relevant 
questions, comments and actions when 
being read to and during whole class 
discussions and small group 
interactions. Make comments about 
what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding. Hold conversations 
when engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher and 
peers. 

 

 

 
 
 

Speaking 

Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 3-4 year old check points/Early 

Learning Goall 

• Start a 
conversation with 
an adult or a 
friend and 
continue it for 
many turns.  

Be able to share 
‘weekend news’ 
with group 

Begin to use a 
wider range of 
vocabulary (words 
explored in 
reading and 
through topics) 

• Use longer 
sentences of four 
to six words 
 

Be able to tell a 
long story 

Develop their 
pronunciation but 
may have 
problems saying: - 
some sounds: r, j, 
th, ch, and sh - 
multisyllabic 
words such as 
‘pterodactyl’, 
‘planetarium’ or 
‘hippopotamus’  
Be able to express 
a point of view 
and to debate 
when they 

3-4 year old check points: Around the 
age of 4, is the child using sentences of 
four to six words – “I want to play with 
cars” or “What’s that thing called?” Can 
the child use sentences joined up with 
words like ‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’? For 
example: “I like ice cream because it 
makes my tongue shiver.” Is the child 
using the future and past tense: “I am 
going to the park” and “I went to the 
shop”? Can the child answer simple 
‘why’ questions? 



 

disagree with an 
adult or a friend, 
using words as 
well as actions. 

ELG: Participate in small group, class 
and one-to-one discussions, offering 
their own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary. Offer 
explanations for why things might 
happen, making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate. Express their ideas and 
feelings about their experiences using 
full sentences including use of past, 
present and future tenses and making 
use of conjunctions. 

 

 

Progression of Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Self Regulation 

Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 3–4 year old check points/Early 

Learning Goal 
To recognise their 
different emotions 
 
 To understand 
how people show 
emotions. 
 
 To focus during 
short whole class 
activities  
 
To follow one step 
instructions 

To talk about how 
they are feeling 
 
To begin to 
consider the 
feelings of others  
 
To adapt 
behaviour to a 
range of situations 

To focus during 
longer whole class 
lessons  
 
To follow two step 
instructions 

To identify and 
moderate their 
own feelings 
socially and 
emotionally  
 
To consider the 
feelings and needs 
of others 

To control their 
emotions using a 
range of 
techniques, 
supported by an 
adult 
 
To set a target and 
reflect on progress 
throughout 

To maintain focus 
during extended 
whole class 
teaching  
 
To follow 
instructions of 
three steps or 
more 
 
To control their 
emotions using a 
range of 
techniques 

3–4 year old check points: 
ELG: Show an understanding of their 
own feelings and those of others, and 
begin to regulate their behaviour 
accordingly. Set and work towards 
simple goals, being able to wait for 
what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate. 
Give focussed attention to what the 
teacher says, responding appropriately 
even when engaged in activity, and 
show an ability to follow instructions 
involving several ideas or actions. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Managing Self 

                                                                                                             Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 3–4 year old check points/Early 

Learning Goal 
To put socks and 
shoes on 
independently  
 
To be able to put 
on their coats with 
little or no support  
 
To explore different 
areas within the 
Nursery 
environment 
 
To use the toilet 
independently 

To develop class 
rules and 
understand the 
need to have rules 
 
To have confidence 
to try new 
activities 
 
Talk about their 
feelings using 
words like ‘happy’, 
‘sad’, ‘angry’ or 
‘worried’ 

To begin to show 
resilience and 
perseverance in 
the face of 
challenge  
 
To practise doing 
buttons  
 
 

To be 
independent 
when dressing 
and undressing 
for activities such 
as P.E and Forest 
Fridays 
 
To understand 
the importance of 
healthy food 
choices  

To manage own 
basic needs 
independently  
 
Remember rules 
without an adult 
needing to remind 
them. 
 
Understand 
gradually how 
others might be 
feeling. 

To practise 
doing up 
buckles 
 
To show 
resilience and 
perseverance in 
the face of 
challenge 
 
 To show a ‘can 
do’ attitude 

3–4 year old check points: 
Look for children who appear to have 
poor dental health, where this has not 
been picked up and acted on at an 
earlier health check. Discuss this 
sensitively with parents and involve 
child’s health visitor. Adapt activities 
to suit their particular needs, so that 
all children feel confident to move and 
take part in physical activity. 
Most, but not all children are reliably 
dry during the day by the age of 4. 
Support children who are struggling 
with toilet training, in partnership with 
their parents. Seek medical advice, if 
necessary, from a health visitor or GP. 
ELG: Be confident to try new activities 
and show independence, resilience 
and perseverance in the face of 
challenge. Explain the reasons for 
rules, know right from wrong and try 
to behave accordingly. Manage their 
own basic hygiene and personal 
needs, including dressing, going to the 
toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices. 

 



 

 
 
 
Building Relationships 

                                                                                                            Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 Early Learning Goal 

Select and use 
activities and 
resources with 
help from a 
familiar adult when 
needed  
 
Become more 
outgoing with 
unfamiliar people, 
in the safe context 
of their setting 

To play with 
children who are 
playing with the 
same activity  
 
To begin to develop 
new friendships 
 
To have positive 
relationships with 
all Nursery  staff 

To begin to work 
as a group with 
support 
 
 To use taught 
strategies to 
support turn 
taking 

Find solutions ot 
conflicts and 
rivalries. For 
example, 
accepting that 
not everyone can 
be Spiderman in 
the game, and 
suggesting other 
ideas 

To work as a group 
 
 To begin to develop 
relationships with 
other adults around 
the school 
Develop their sense 
of responsibility 
and membership of 
a community 

To have 
confidence to 
communicate 
with adults 
around the 
school  
 
Play with one 
or more other 
children, 
extending and 
elaborating play 
ideas 

3–4 year old check points: Around the 
age of 4, does the child play alongside 
others or do they always want to play 
alone? 
Work and play cooperatively and take 
turns with others. Form positive 
attachments to adults and friendships 
with peers. Show sensitivity to their 
own and to others’ needs. 

 

 

 

 

Progression of Physical Development 

 
 

Gross Motor Skills 

                                                                                                                   Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 Early Learning Goal 

Real PE Theme: 
Tightrope 

Stance 
Balance with 
both feet and 

minimum 
wobble. 

Real PE Theme: 
Space 

Jumping and 
Landing 

Take off with 
height and land 

with balance and 
control. 

Real PE Theme: 
Fairytale 

Reaction/Respon
se 

React and move 
quickly, catch 
consistently. 

Real PE Theme: 
Cat 

Floor Work 
Maintain 

balance, hold and 
change position 

with control. 

Real PE Theme: 
Train 

Dynamic Balance 
Move smoothly, 

maintain balance 
and move with 
opposite limbs. 

Real PE Theme: 
Seaside 

Counter Balance 
Maintain balance 

and control, 
coordinate with a 

partner. 

Negotiate space and obstacles 
safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others. 
Demonstrate strength, balance and 
coordination when playing. Move 
energetically, such as running, 
jumping, dancing, hopping, 
skipping and climbing. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fine Motor Skills 
 
 

Nursery 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 Early Learning Goal 
To use one handed tools and equipment 
 
To hold scissors correctly and make snips 
in paper 
 
To use a fork and spoon independently to 
eat food 
 
To mark make using different vertical and 
horizontal lines 
 
To be able to put on coat independently 

To hold scissors correctly and cut 
along a line 
 
 To use a tripod grip when using mark 
making tools  
 
 To mark make using lines to enclose 
shapes 
 
 
Be able to change between wellies 
and shoes independently 

Show a preference for a dominant 
hand  
 
To hold scissors correctly and cut 
around a large shape 
 
To independently use a knife and fork 
to cut food  
 
To use a comfortable grip with good 
control when holding pens and pencils 

Hold a pencil effectively in 
preparations for fluent writing- using 
the tripod grip in almost all cases. Use 
a range of small tools including 
scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. 
Begin to show accuracy and care when 
drawing. 

 

 

Progression of Literacy 

 
 

Comprehension 

                                                                                                        Nursery 
Autumn Spring Summer Early Learning Goal 

To ask questions about stories 
 
To sequence familiar stories. 
 
To enjoy an increasing range of books 
including fiction, non-fiction, poems and 
rhymes. 
 
Identify favourite books and seeks them 
out, to share with an adult, with another 
child, or to look at alone 

Answer questions about a text that 
has been read to them 
 
Begin to predict what might happen 
next in a story 
 
Seeks familiar texts of stories to 
re-read in the book area. Requests 
favourite stories and poems for 
example during ‘Vote for a story.’ 
 
To act out stories 
 
To follow a story without pictures or 
props 
 
To talk about characters in the books 
they are reading 

To begin to answer questions about 
what they have read 
 
To use vocabulary that is influenced 
by their experience of books 
 
To answer questions about what 
they have read 
To know that information can be 
retrieved from books 

Demonstrate understanding of what 
has been read to them by retelling 
stories, and narratives using their 
own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary. Anticipate (where 
appropriate) key events in stories. 
Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and poems and 
during role play. 



 

 

 
 

Word Reading 

Nursery 
Autumn Spring Summer Early Learning Goal 

Understand the five key concepts about 
print: - print has meaning - the names of 
the different parts of a book - print can 
have different purposes - page 
sequencing - we read English text from 
left to right and from top to bottom 
 
Develop their phonological awareness, so 
that they can: - spot and suggest rhymes 
- count or clap syllables in a word  
 
- recognise words with the same initial 
sound, such as money and mother 
(s/a/t/p/i/n) 

- recognise words with the same initial 
sound, such as money and mother 
(m/d/g/o/c/k/ck) 
 
- recognise words with the same initial 
sound, such as money and mother 
(e/u/r/h/b/f/ff/l/ll/ss) 

Embed and revisit all sounds 
Begin to orally segment words 
Begin to blend c-v-c words 

Say a sound for each letter in the 
alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
Read words consistent with their 
phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending. Read aloud 
simple sentences and books that 
are consistent with their phonic 
knowledge, including some 
common exception words. 

 

 
 

Writing 
 

This is supported by HeidiSong’s 
Chart of Developmental Progression 

of a Child’s Writing.  

Nursery 
Autumn Spring Summer Early Learning Goal 

Mark making- vertical strokes 
Horizontal strokes 
Mark making lines to enclose a shape- 
circle 

Mark making diagonals and lines to 
enclose a shape- square 
Crossing lines + and x  
Lines to enclose a shape-triangle 

 

Use some of their print and letter 
knowledge in their early writing. 
For example: writing a pretend 
shopping list that starts at the top 
of the page; writing ‘m’ for 
mummy.  
• Continuous patterning  
Write some or all of their name.  
• Write some letters accurately. 

 

Write recognisable letters, most of 
which are correctly formed. Spell 
words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds 
with a letter or letters. Write 
simple phrases and sentences that 
can be read by others. 

 



 

Progression of Maths 

Nursery 
Counting Comparison Cardinality Composition Shape, Space & measure Patterns 

To develop fast recognition of up to 3 
objects, without having to count them 
individually (‘subitising’) 
 
Recite numbers past 5 
 
Say one number for each item in 
order: 1,2,3,4,5 
 
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5 
 
Link numerals and amounts 
  

 Know that the last last 
number reached 
when counting a 
small set of objects 
tell you how many 
there are in total 
(‘cardinal principle) 

To recognise number 
bonds to 5  
 
To identify two parts 
and their combined 
whole  
 
To add two parts to 
make a whole up to 5 

  

 

Progression of Understanding The World 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past and Present 
 

                                                                                                                Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 Early Learning Goal 

All About Me: 
To know about my 
own life-story  
 
To know how I 
have changed 
 
Begin to make 
sense of their own 
life- story and 
family’s history 
To talk about the 
lives of the people 
around us 

Dinosaurs: 
To know that 
dinosaurs existed a 
long time ago in 
the past before 
humans. 

Fantasy and 
Fairtytales: 
To know some 
similarities and 
differences 
between things in 
the past and now, 
drawing on 
experiences and 
what has been 
read in class  
  
 

Planting and 
Growing: 
To understand the 
key features of the 
life cycle of a plant 
and an animal 
 
Talk about the 
differences 
between materials 
and the changes 
they notice 
 

All Around the 
World 
To know about 
figures from the 
past  
 
To know that the 
emergency 
services exist and 
what they do  
 
To talk about the 
lives of the people 
around us 

Transitions:  

 

To know how I 
have changed 
 
Begin to make 
sense of their own 
life- story and 
family’s history 

Talk about the lives of the people 
around them and their roles in society. 
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experience and what 
has been read in class. Understand the 
past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in 
class and storytelling. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Peoples, Culture and 
Communities 

 
 

                                                                                                                Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 Early Learning Goal 

Talk about what 
they see using a 
wide range of 
vocabulary 
 
  

Continue to 
develop positive 
attitudes about 
the differences 
between people 
 
To talk about Dia 
De Los Muertos 
and appreciate 
that different 
countries and 
people celebrate in 
different ways. 

To talk about Lunar 
New Year and 
appreciate that 
different countries 
and people 
celebrate in 
different ways. 

Talk about what 
they see using a 
wide range of 
vocabulary 

Know that there 
are different 
countries in the 
world and talk 
about the 
differences they 
have experienced 
or seen in photos 
 
Show interest in 
different 
occupations 
  

Begin to make 

sense of their own 

life-story and 

family’s history 

Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, 
nonfiction, texts and maps. Know 
some similarities and differences 
between different religious and 
cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. Explain 
some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life 
in other countries drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (where appropriate) maps. R.E. Creation: This unit 

is designed to 
nurture an 
understanding of 
the world around. 
It introduces 
children to God as 
creator of all that 
they see around 
them and the idea 
of giving thanks. It 
helps the children 
understand that 
they, their talents 
and gifts are 
God-given. It helps 
them understand 
that we have 
special signs to 
show we give God 
praise and that we 
can find out about 
God from the 
Bible.  

Catholic Social 
Teaching: The 
focus for this unit 
is an introduction 
to the Church’s 
teaching on social 
justice.  Catholic 
Social Teaching 
calls us to work for 
the common good, 
help build a just 
society, uphold the 
dignity of human 
life and work and 
work for justice 
and the dignity of 
all our brothers 
and sisters, 
especially those in 
greatest need.   
Advent: This unit 
is designed to 
introduce 
reception children 
to the idea of 

Christmas: This 
unit builds on 
work done in 
Advent. It provides 
an opportunity for 
the children to 
explore the 
Christmas story 
and become 
familiar with the 
people involved, 
the location and 
the response to 
the Birth of Jesus. 
There are 
opportunities to 
articulate and 
visualise the first 
Christmas. All the 
activities should 
involve lots of 
discussion and 
role-play   
Revelation: This 
unit is introducing 

Lent: 
This unit 
introduces Lent as 
a time when we 
get ready for 
Easter and 
introduces, 
through the 
example and 
teaching of Jesus, 
different ways of 
getting ready. 
Children should be 
enabled to explore 
and visualise the 
stories. 
Holy Week: 
This unit should 
enable pupils to 
listen and interact 
with stories about 
the events which 
led up to Easter. 
The pupils will 
need lots of 

Easter: 
This unit should 
enable children to 
discuss and 
respond to the 
story of the 
resurrection. It 
should draw out 
the excitement 
and joy of the 
Easter season by 
reflecting on the 
emotions of those 
discovering the 
empty tomb. 
Easter is the most 
important and 
joyous of seasons. 
The tasks and 
discussions should 
reflect that. 

 
Pentecost and 
Mission: 

Sacraments: 
This unit 
introduces 
children to the 
idea of God’s 
presence at all 
times in their lives. 
It allows them to 
become more 
familiar with 
special occasions 
in their own lives, 
the lives of others 
and the life of the 
Church. With 
plenty of 
discussion it will 
prepare pupils for 
future years work 
on sacraments. 
Pupils will have the 
opportunity to use 
the words 
associated with 
sacraments and 



 

special times and 
seasons in the life 
of the Church, in 
particular the 
season of Advent, 
as well as learning 
that Sunday is a 
special day and 
that Advent is a 
special time, when 
we get ready for 
the Birth of Jesus. 
They will consider 
ways in which they 
can get ready. The 
children will start 
to become aware 
that we have signs 
to remind us that 
this is a special 
time. The signs in 
this unit include 
candles and 
Advent wreaths 
and the colour 
purple.  

the role of the 
Church in getting 
to know God. The 
pupils should be 
given as many 
opportunities to 
role-play, talk in 
pairs, in groups 
and to different 
adults. They need 
to use visual 
prompts as much 
as possible, as well 
as articulate the 
words in the 
stories and 
role-play what a 
priest does. The 
feeding of the five 
thousand is a story 
they consider in 
more detail in 
years 1 and 2, but 
they should be 
able to discuss 
why Jesus is 
special and start to 
suggest what this 
tells us about God.  

dialogue and 
opportunities to 
sequence the 
events of Holy 
Week. 
 
Other Faiths: 
Know some 
similarities and 
differences 
between different 
religious and 
cultural 
communities in 
this country, 
drawing on their 
experiences and 
what has been 
read in class 

This unit enables 
pupils to listen to 
and act out the 
story of Pentecost.  
Opportunities are 
provided to 
explore the role of 
a disciple of Jesus.  
Pentecost is shown 
as being about the 
Father, Son and 
Spirit. 

explore the 
meanings, 
appropriate to 
their age. 

 
Other Faith: 
Understand that 
some places are 
special to 
members of their 
community 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                              Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 Early Learning Goal 



 

The Natural World Begin to 
understand the 
need to respect 
and care for the 
natural 
environment and 
all living things (i.e. 
God’s creation).  

To know about and 
recognise the signs 
of Autumn  
 
To know about 
features of the 
world and Earth, 
planets and our 
solar system 
 
Explore and talk 
about different 
forces they can 
feel 
 
To explore how 
things work 
 

To know about and 
recognise the signs 
of Winter 
 
To talk about the 
differences 
between materials 
and changes they 
notice (eg melting 
ice and freezing 
water) 

To know about and 
recognise the signs 
of Spring  
 
Understand the 
key features of the 
life cycle of a plant 
and an animal 

To know about 
features of my 
own immediate 
environment and 
how they might 
vary from another 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

To know about and 
recognise the signs 
of Summer  
Explore and talk 
about different 
forces they can 
feel 
 
To understand 
pollution and how 
we can look after 
the environment 

Explore the natural world around 
them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals and 
plants. Know some similarities and 
differences between the natural 
world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been 
read in class. Understand some 
important processes and changes in 
the natural world around them 
including the season and changing 
states of matter. 

 

 

Progression of Expressive Arts and Design 

 
 
 

Creating with 
Materials 

                                                                                                     Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 Early Learning Goal 

Food tech- 
Snacktivity: 
Fruit Faces - 
Develop their own 
ideas and then 
decide which 
materials to use 
Paper plate faces, 
choose materials 
to use and explore 
methods of 
attaching 
 

Food tech- 
Snacktivity: 
Fruit Rocket - 
thread fruit onto 
skewer to make a 
rocket 
 
Junk Modelling/ 
construction: 
Make a rocket  
~ Join different 
materials and 
explore different 
textures 

Food tech- 
Snacktivity: 
Make Fairy 
Cupcakes - 
measuring, 
mixing & 
decorating) 
 
Junk Modelling/ 
construction: 
Make a strong 
house for the 3 
little pigs 

Food tech- 
Snacktivity: 
Minibeast Rice 
Crackers - knife 
skills spreading 
and cutting 
 
Junk Modelling: 
Toilet roll 
minibeasts 
~ Explore different 
materials freely, 
develop their ideas 
about how to use 

Food tech- 
Snacktivity: 
Make a Flower - 
plan how to use 
fruit pieces to 
create a flower 
 
Junk Modelling: 
Make a vehicle to 
travel the world. 
Develop their own 
ideas and then 
decide which 

Food tech- 
Snacktivity 
Make a sandwich 
for a picnic 
(knife skills- 
spreading and 
cutting) 
 
Junk Modelling: 
Toilet roll animals 
and their homes 
~ Develop their 
own ideas and 
then decide which 

 
Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function. Share 
their creations, explaining the 
process they have used. Make use of 
props and materials when role 
playing characters in narratives and 
stories. 



 

Create closed 
shapes with 
continuous lines 
and begin to use 
these shapes to 
represent objects 
 
Drawing: 
Marvellous marks 
Exploring mark 
making through 
different drawing 
materials. 
Beginning to draw 
from observation 
using faces and 
self-portraits as a 
stimulus. 
 
 
 

~ Make 
imaginative and 
complex ‘small 
worlds’ with blocks 
and construction 
kits 
 
 
 
 
 

~ Make 
imaginative and 
complex ‘small 
worlds’ with blocks 
and construction 
kits 
To explore colour 
and colour mixing  
 
Use drawing to 
represent ideas 
like movement or 
loud noises 
 
Show different 
emotions in their 
drawings and 
paintings, like 
happiness, 
sadness, fear etc 
 
Painting and 
mixed media: 
Paint my world 
Exploring paint 
and painting 
techniques 
through nature, 
music and 
collaborative work. 
Developing 
creativity through 
child-led 
exploration of 
mixed-media, 
making collages 
and transient art. 
 

them and what to 
make 
 
To share creations 
and talk about the 
process  
 
 
 

materials to use to 
express them 
Use one handed 
tools such as 
scissors safely 
To explore 
different materials 
freely, develop 
their own ideas 
about how to use 
them and what to 
make. 
Sculpture and 3D: 
Creation station 
Exploring the 
sculptural qualities 
of malleable 
materials and 
natural objects; 
developing the use 
of tools and joining 
techniques; 
designing and 
making clay animal 
sculptures. 
 

materials to use to 
express them 
 
~ Draw with 
increasing 
complexity and 
detail, such as 
representing a face 
with a circle and 
including details 
(draw simple 
animals using step 
by step guidance, 
based on shapes)  
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Being Imaginative and 
Expressive 

Nursery 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 Early Learning Goal 

~ Take part in pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar 
~ Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls’ houses 

Invent, adapt and recount narratives 
and stories with peers and their 
teacher. Sing a range of well known 
nursery rhymes and songs. Perform 
songs, rhymes, poems and stories 
with others and (when appropriate) 
try to move in time with music. 

Environmental 
Sounds (link to 
Phase 1 
Phonics- tuning 
into sounds) 
Objectives: 
• Identify outdoor 
sounds 
• Identify indoor 
sounds 
• Use drumsticks 
to make different 
sounds 
• Use voice to sing 
at different 
volumes 
~ Listen with 
increased attention 
to sounds 
 
Music 
appreciation: 
Vivaldi - Autumn 
Mamas and Papas 
- California 
Dreamin’ 
Simon and 
Garfunkel- Hazy 
Shade of Winter 
 
 
 

Nativity 
Remember and 
sing entire songs 
 
Music 
appreciation: 
Holst - The Planets 
Richard Strauss - 
2001 A Space 
Odyssey 
David Bowie - 
Space Oddity 
 
 

Music 
Appreciation: 
BBC Philharmonic 
Story Land 
-Respond to what 
they have heard, 
expressing their 
thoughts and 
feelings 

Body Percussion 
(link to Phase 1 
Phonics- tuning 
into sounds) 
Objectives 
• Perform a song 
with actions 
• Copy a body 
sound 
• Make slow/fast, 
quiet/loud, 
long/short sounds 
• Move body in 
response to 
instrument sound 
 
African Drumming 
Imagine Dragons - 
Believer (body 
percussion) 
Justin Timberlake - 
Can’t Stop the 
Feeling (Body 
Percussion) 
 
Music 
appreciation: 
Rimsky-Korsakov - 
Flight of the 
Bumblebee 

Voice Sounds (link 
to Phase 1 
Phonics- tuning 
into sounds) 
Objectives: 
• Make sounds 
with voice e.g. tick 
tock 
• Continue with a 
voice sound 
pattern 
• Use voice to add 
sounds to a 
story 
• Listen to a sing a 
variety of songs 
~ Remember and 
sing entire songs 
~ SIng the pitch of 
a tone sung by 
another person 
(‘pitch match’) 
Sing the melodic 
shape (moving 
melody, such as up 
and down, down 
and up) of familiar 
songs 
 
Music 
appreciation: 
Vivaldi – Spring 
George Ezra- 
Shotgun 

Instrumental 
Sounds (link to 
Phase 1 Phonics- 
tuning into 
sounds) 
Objectives: 
• Identify and 
name instruments 
being played 
• Remember and 
repeat a rhythm 
• Discriminate and 
copy loud and 
quiet sounds 
• Perform a short 
instrumental 
piece for others 
• Play an 
instrument to 
match an 
animal sound 
~Play instruments 
with increasing 
control to express 
their feelings and 
ideas 
 
Music 
appreciation: 
Vivaldi - Summer 
Henry Mancini - 
Pink Panther 
(double bass 
quintet) 

 


