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Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Religious 
Education 

Creation: 
This unit is designed to nurture an 

understanding of the world around. It 
introduces children to God as creator 
of all that they see around them and 

the idea of giving thanks. 
It helps the children understand that 

they, their talents and gifts are 
God-given. 

It helps them understand that we have 
special signs to show we give God 

praise and that we can find out about 
God from the Bible. 

Catholic Social Teaching: 
The focus for this unit is an 

introduction to the Church’s 
teaching on social justice.  

Catholic Social Teaching calls us to 
work for the common good, help 

build a just society, uphold the 
dignity of human life and work 

and work for justice and the 
dignity of all our brothers and 

sisters, especially those in greatest 
need. 

 
 

Advent: 
This unit is designed to introduce 
reception children to the idea of 
special times and seasons in the 

life of the Church, in particular the 
season of Advent, as well as 

learning that Sunday is a special 
day and that Advent is a special 
time, when we get ready for the 

Birth of Jesus. 
They will consider ways in which 
they can get ready. The children 
will start to become aware that 
we have signs to remind us that 

this is a special time. The signs in 
this unit include candles and 

Advent wreaths and the colour 
purple. 

Christmas: 
This unit builds on work done in 

Advent. It provides an opportunity 
for the children to explore the 
Christmas story and become 

familiar with the people involved, 
the location and the response to 

the Birth of Jesus. 
There are opportunities to 

articulate and visualise the first 
Christmas. All the activities should 

involve lots of discussion and 
role-play 

 
 

Revelation: 
This unit is introducing the role of 

the Church in getting to know 
God. The pupils should be given 

as many opportunities to 
role-play, talk in pairs, in groups 

and to different adults. They need 
to use visual prompts as much as 
possible, as well as articulate the 
words in the stories and role-play 

what a priest does. 
The feeding of the five thousand 
is a story they consider in more 
detail in years 1 and 2, but they 
should be able to discuss why 

Jesus is special and start to 
suggest what this tells us about 

God. 

Lent: 
This unit introduces Lent as a time 
when we get ready for Easter and 
introduces, through the example 
and teaching of Jesus, different 
ways of getting ready. Children 

should be enabled to explore and 
visualise the stories. 

 
 

Holy Week: 
This unit should enable pupils to 
listen and interact with stories 

about the events which led up to 
Easter. The pupils will need lots of 

dialogue and opportunities to 
sequence the events of Holy 

Week. 
 
 

Other Faiths: 
Know some similarities and 

differences between different 
religious and cultural communities 

in this country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been 

read in class 

Easter: 
This unit should enable children to 
discuss and respond to the story 

of the resurrection. It should draw 
out the excitement and joy of the 
Easter season by reflecting on the 
emotions of those discovering the 

empty tomb. Easter is the most 
important and joyous of seasons. 
The tasks and discussions should 

reflect that. 
 
 

Pentecost and Mission: 
This unit enables pupils to listen 

to and act out the story of 
Pentecost.  Opportunities are 

provided to explore the role of a 
disciple of Jesus.  Pentecost is 

shown as being about the Father, 
Son and Spirit. 

Sacraments: 
This unit introduces children to 
the idea of God’s presence at all 

times in their lives. It allows them 
to become more familiar with 
special occasions in their own 

lives, the lives of others and the 
life of the Church. With plenty of 

discussion it will prepare pupils for 
future years work on sacraments. 
Pupils will have the opportunity to 

use the words associated with 
sacraments and explore the 

meanings, appropriate to their 
age. 

 
 

Other Faith: 
Understand that some places are 

special to members of their 
community. 

Understanding 
the World 
–including 

Forest School 
 

Science 
History 

Geography 
Computing 

 

Topics: 
Seasons (Autumn) 

All About Me (Senses, Our Body) 
 

Objectives: 
• Use all their senses in hands-on 
exploration of natural materials.​
• Begin to make sense of their own 
life-story and family’s history 
• Continue developing positive 
attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
• Develop their sense of responsibility 
and membership of a community. 

Topics: 
Seasons (Winter) 

Space (Our Solar System) 
 

Objectives: 
• Talk about what they see, using 
a wide vocabulary. 
• Show interest in different 
occupations. 
• Explore how things work. 
• Explore and talk about different 
forces they can feel. 
• Talk about the differences 
between materials and changes 
they notice. 

Topics: 
Seasons (Winter) 

 
Objectives: 
• Use all their senses in hands-on 
exploration of natural materials.  
• Explore collections of materials 
with similar and/or different 
properties.  
• Talk about what they see, using 
a wide vocabulary. 

Topics: 
Seasons (Spring) 

Planting & Growing 
Minibeasts 

 
Objectives: 
• Use all their senses in hands-on 
exploration of natural materials.  
• Explore collections of materials 
with similar and/or different 
properties.  
• Talk about what they see, using 
a wide vocabulary. 
• Plant seeds and care for growing 
plants.  

Topics: 
Seasons (Spring) 

 
Objectives: 
• Use all their senses in hands-on 
exploration of natural materials.  
• Explore collections of materials 
with similar and/or different 
properties.  
• Talk about what they see, using 
a wide vocabulary. 
• Plant seeds and care for growing 
plants.  

Topics: 
Seasons (Summer) 
Animals & Habitats 

 
Objectives: 
 • Understand the key features of 
the life cycle of a plant and an 
animal.  
• Begin to understand the need to 
respect and care for the natural 
environment and all living things. 
• Know that there are different 
countries in the world and talk 
about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos. 



• Talk about their feelings using words 
like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. 
• Understand gradually how others 
might be feeling.  
• Be increasingly independent in 
meeting their own care needs, e.g. 
brushing teeth, using the toilet, 
washing and drying their hands 
thoroughly.  
• Make healthy choices about food, 
drink, activity and toothbrushing. 
• Be increasingly independent as they 
get dressed and undressed, for 
example, putting coats on and doing up 
zips. 

 • Understand the key features of 
the life cycle of a plant and an 
animal.  
• Begin to understand the need to 
respect and care for the natural 
environment and all living things. 
 
 

• Understand the key features of 
the life cycle of a plant and an 
animal.  
• Begin to understand the need to 
respect and care for the natural 
environment and all living things. 
 

 

Topics: 
Differences in my Grandparents’ 

experiences 
Where does your family come from? 

 
Objectives: 
• Begin to make sense of their own 
life-story and family’s history 
• Continue developing positive 
attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
• Develop their sense of responsibility 
and membership of a community. 
 
 

Topics: 
Dinosaurs 

Dia de los Muertos – Day of the 
Dead (Mexico) 

 
Objectives: 
• Continue developing positive 
attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
• Know that there are different 
countries in the world and talk 
about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos 
 

Topics: 
Lunar New Year – Across the 

World 
 

Objectives: 
• Continue developing positive 
attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
• Know that there are different 
countries in the world and talk 
about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos 
 

 Topics: 
Around the world, our local area 

and the people who help us 
 
 

Objectives: 
• Talk about what they see, using 
a wide vocabulary. 
• Continue developing positive 
attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
• Know that there are different 
countries in the world and talk  
about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos 
• Show interest in different 
occupations.  
• Explore how things work. 
• Make healthy choices about 
food, drink, activity and 
toothbrushing. (Dentist visit) 

Topics: 
Transitions: 

- how we have changed 
- what is going to happen next 

- past, present & future 
Seaside 

 
Objectives: 
• Be able to express a point of 
view and to debate when they 
disagree with an adult or a friend, 
using words as well as actions. 
 

 

Topics: 
Using photos on Tapestry to talk about 

self and family 
Online Safety 

 
Objective:  
• Use technology to support their 
understanding of and ability to make 
sense of their own life-story and 
family’s history. 
• Name and recognise uncomfortable, 
embarrassed, and upset emotions 
• Recognise, online or offline, that 
anyone can say ‘no thank you’/ ‘please 
stop’/ ‘I’ll tell’/’I’ll ask’ 

 

Topics: 
Space - Rocket Science 

 
Objectives: 
• Explore how things work. 

 

Topics: 
Internet Safety Week 
Online Relationships 

 
Objectives: 
• Recognise some ways in which 
the internet can be used to 
communicate. 
• Give examples of how they 
(might) use technology with 
people they know. 
• Identify ways that they can put 
information on the internet 

 
 

Topics: 
Plants and minibeasts under 

magnifiers and visualisers 
Online Bullying 

 
Objectives: 
• Describe ways that some people 
can be unkind online 
• Offer examples of how this can 
make others feel. 

Topics: 
Google Earth and Google Maps 

 
Objective: 
 • Use technology to explore 
different countries in the world 
and talk about the differences 
they have experienced or seen in 
photos 

 

Topics: 
Creating video stories with small 

world 
 

Objective:  
• Use technology to share their 
knowledge and understanding of 
different countries in the world 
and talk about the differences 
they have experienced or seen in 
photos 



Expressive Art & 
Design 

 
Design & 

Technology 
Art & Design 

Music 

Food tech- Snacktivity: 
Fruit Faces - plan how to use different 

fruit pieces to represent a face 
 

Junk Modelling: 
Paper plate faces, choose materials to 
use and explore methods of attaching 

Food tech- Snacktivity: 
Fruit Rocket - thread fruit onto 

skewer to make a rocket 
 

Junk Modelling: 
Make a rocket (joining materials) 

Food tech- Snacktivity: 
Make Fairy Cupcakes - measuring, 

mixing & decorating) 
 

Junk Modelling: 
Make a strong house for the 3 
little pigs (joining materials) 

Food tech- Snacktivity: 
Minibeast Rice Crackers - knife 

skills spreading and cutting 
 

Junk Modelling: 
Toilet roll minibeasts (scissor 

skills) 

Food tech- Snacktivity: 
Make a Flower - plan how to use 

fruit pieces to create a flower 
 

Junk Modelling: 
Make a vehicle to travel the world 
(plan what to make, scissor skills) 

Food tech- Snacktivity 
Make a sandwich for a picnic 

(knife skills- spreading and cutting) 
 

Junk Modelling: 
Toilet roll animals and their homes 

(planning, cutting, joining) 

Drawing: Marvellous marks 
Exploring mark making through 

different drawing materials. Beginning 
to draw from observation using faces 

and self-portraits as a stimulus. 
 

 Painting and mixed media: 
Paint my world 

Exploring paint and painting 
techniques through nature, 

music and collaborative work. 
Developing creativity through 

child-led exploration of 
mixed-media, making collages 

and transient art. 
 
 

\ Sculpture and 3D: Creation 
station 

Exploring the sculptural qualities 
of malleable materials and natural 

objects; developing the use of 
tools and joining techniques; 

designing and making clay animal 
sculptures. 

 

 

Environmental Sounds (link to Phase 1 
Phonics- tuning into sounds) 

 
Objectives: 
• Identify outdoor sounds 
• Identify indoor sounds 
• Use drumsticks to make different 
sounds 
• Use voice to sing at different volumes 

 
 
 
 
 

Music appreciation: 
Vivaldi - Autumn 

Mamas and Papas - California Dreamin’ 
Simon and Garfunkel- Hazy Shade of 

Winter 

 
 
 
 
 

Nativity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music appreciation: 
Holst - The Planets 

Richard Strauss - 2001 A Space 
Odyssey 

David Bowie - Space Oddity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Appreciation: 
BBC Philharmonic Story Land 

Body Percussion (link to Phase 1 
Phonics- tuning into sounds) 

 
Objectives 
• Perform a song with actions 
• Copy a body sound 
• Make slow/fast, quiet/loud, 
long/short sounds 
• Move body in response to 
instrument sound 

 
Music appreciation: 

Rimsky-Korsakov - Flight of the 
Bumblebee 

African Drumming 
Imagine Dragons - Believer (body 

percussion) 
Justin Timberlake - Can’t Stop the 

Feeling (Body Percussion) 

Voice Sounds (link to Phase 1 
Phonics- tuning into sounds) 

 
Objectives: 
• Make sounds with voice e.g. tick 
tock 
• Continue with a voice sound 
pattern 
• Use voice to add sounds to a 
story 
• Listen to a sing a variety of songs 

 
 
 
 

Music appreciation: 
Vivaldi – Spring 

George Ezra- Shotgun 

Instrumental Sounds (link to 
Phase 1 Phonics- tuning into 

sounds) 
 

Objectives: 
• Identify and name instruments 
being played 
• Remember and repeat a rhythm 
• Discriminate and copy loud and 
quiet sounds 
• Perform a short instrumental 
piece for others 
• Play an instrument to match an 
animal sound 
 

Music appreciation: 
Vivaldi - Summer 

Henry Mancini - Pink Panther 
(double bass quintet) 

Physical 
Development 

PE 

Real PE Theme: Tightrope 
Stance 

Balance with both feet and minimum 
wobble. 

Real PE Theme: Space 
Jumping and Landing 

Take off with height and land with 
balance and control. 

Real PE Theme: Fairytale 
Reaction/Response 

React and move quickly, catch 
consistently. 

Real PE Theme: Cat 
Floor Work 

Maintain balance, hold and 
change position with control. 

Real PE Theme: Train 
Dynamic Balance 

Move smoothly, maintain balance 
and move with opposite limbs. 

Real PE Theme: Seaside 
Counter Balance 

Maintain balance and control, 
coordinate with a partner. 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

PSHE 

●​ New beginnings and settling in 

●​ Managing self 

●​ PANTS rules 

●​ Building relationships, sharing 

and friendship (‘The Rainbow 

Fish’ by Marcus Pfister) 

●​ Our diverse world (‘Handa’s 

Surprise’ by Eileen Browne) 

 

Religious Understanding: 
Creation story. 

God’s love and purpose. 
 

Me, My Body, My Health: 
Uniqueness and God’s creation. 
Healthy lifestyle and self-care. 

Body safety and awareness. 
 

Emotional Well-Being: 
Similarities, differences and self 

-acceptance. 

Religious Understanding: 
Jesus as a role model. 

Loving and serving others. 
 

Life Cycles: 
Life cycle and growth. 

Feelings about change and 
transitions. 

God’s unchanging love. 
 

Personal Relationships: 

Life Online: 
Introduction to the internet. 

Safe internet use. 
Online gaming safety. 

 
Keeping Safe: 

Online and personal safety. 
Bodily privacy and trust. 

Medicine safety and emergency 
services. 

Religious Understanding: 
The Holy Trinity and God’s love. 
Loving others as God loves us. 
Community and the power of 

loving actions. 
 

Living in the Wider World: 
Responsibilities to people and the 

planet. 
Jobs, work, and personal 

strengths. 

Living in the Wider World: 
Summer Term 1 continued. 



Understanding feelings and 
empathy. 

Actions, consequences and 
forgiveness. 

 

Family, friends and trusted 
relationships. 

Positive friendships and Jesus as a 
role model. 

Conflict resolution and 
forgiveness. 

Needs vs. wants and the value of 
love. 

STAY SAFE – WORK HARD – BE KIND 

 


