Pupil Chat – 06/06/2025
Governors Present: Tricia Opalko, Kevin Harte, Julia Evans, David Sammels, Foula Franceskides, Jenelle Cosby and Fr Liam
Topic: To chat to children about English. 
Infants-Y1 and 2
Tell us about learning phonics. 
Y1-We learn phonics every morning
Y2-We did phonics earlier in the year but don’t do it any more.
One child commented ‘It is needed for better reading’.
Which is easier reading or writing? Is it important to read at home every evening?
With the exception of one child all thought that writing was easier than reading.Comments made by the pupils were as follows: ‘If we didn’t read every evening we would forget.’; ‘Our lives would be a lot harder if we didn’t read every evening.’; ‘Reading is educational and good for your brain.’; ‘Sometimes I read two books in the morning.’
How do you learn to read in school?
Y1-Lots of sounding out.  Our teachers teach us about our letters.
Y2- ‘Everyone is given the same piece of text.  On the 3rd day  of reading the text together we answer questions on it.’
Do you have a class reader?
The teacher reads to the class most days. The Y2 children particularly remembered the book ‘The Space Detective’; the book had questions from the author withing the text.  The teacher will often ask questions at the end of a book, not during, although they will explain difficult vocabulary.
How do you learn to write in school?
In our exercise books, on the left hand side page, we start by writing down words that the teacher has spoken about on the carpet. On the right hand page we copy some writing from the board.  Gaps are left in the sentences for us to fill in with our own words. Finally we do an independent piece of writing on the topic we have been discussing all week.
Do you feel safe in school?
All eight children felt safe in school.
What can you do if you are worried about anything in school.
The children would: Tell a teacher or adult; put a note in the class worry box which  is checked every day by the teacher.
Juniors-Years 3 and 4
Reading
The children were asked general questions about reading.  All preferred to read by themselves than being read to. Things that helped them in their learning were: teachers modelling expression; explanations of grammar; help with pronunciation.
They brought their class readers with them. Teachers read frequently to the class. Author visits are inspirational.
Formal teaching of reading is done in the following way: All children have a piece of text which the teacher reads while they follow; next comes echo reading, teacher reads, children copy out loud; finally the teacher asks questions which the children answer.
It was very heartening that most of the eight children love to read for pleasure.
Writing
The school uses a scheme called Write Stuff.
On the left hand page of the exercise book the children write down spellings of the topic they are covering, some are teacher led and some are the pupils’ choices. On this page they also plan for their piece of independent writing.  On the right hand page they write their own piece. The teacher marks this work, highlighting errors.  The children correct errors with a pink or purple pen.
Do you feel safe in school?
All feel safe at school. ‘School is secure and I have friends and teachers around me.’
What can you do if you are worried about anything in school.
Cathy helps with worries, as do teachers, best friends and family.  There are worry boxes in all classes.
Year 5 and 6
Only two out of six like English. It was agreed that they are expected to write a lot in the upper juniors, plus the Y6 have put a great deal of effort into English lately because of SATs.
Comments made were: ‘There is too much writing.’ ‘It is hard on your hand.’ ‘I like independent writes as I can choose to write what I like.’ ‘I have to put in so much detail in writing.’
Reading
All of the group read and most prefer to read than write; they like to read for fun. 
In preparation for SATs they undertook a lot of reading comprehensions. One child mentioned that a reading ruler helped her to keep on the line, another felt she had been taught to read faster and answer questions correctly. They are given patterns in spelling to help with similar words and encouraged to read the whole sentence to help with working out any unknown word.
They enjoyed class reader sessions. Y5 are reading ‘The Final Year’ and Y6 ‘Crater Lake.’ They felt this helped them learn how to read with expression.
Writing
They also use the Write Stuff scheme and the process is the same as in Y3/4.
Y6 transition to secondary school
When asked if the Y6 pupils felt confident about transitioning to secondary school, they all answered yes, because they felt that the school had prepared them well for it.
Do you feel safe in school?
All of the children felt safe in school.
What can you do if you are worried about anything in school.
The children would: Tell a teacher or Cathy or friends; they were not keen to use the class worry box.

