Pupil Chat – 28/02/2025

Governors Present: Tricia Opalko, Kevin Harte, Julia Evans, David Sammels and Fr Liam

Topic: To chat to children about music and PE. 
The Infants were at a sports event all day so we talked to the junior children. The governors welcomed the children, we introduced ourselves and explained who the governors are and what we were doing today. The children were at ease and happy to talk to us before we asked them our questions. 

Lower juniors’ chat – Year 3 and 4
Do you like PE?
All the children said yes. 
Comments from the children included:
“I like doing sport”.
“Sports are activities to exercise your body”.
“You get to learn different types of sport”.
“I like PE because it keeps us active”.

The children are currently participating in rugby, hockey and netball. The children also enjoy dance and gymnastics.

Coach Warren comes in one day a week to support lessons and at lunchtime he focuses on activities for the children who are least active. We wanted to note here that the school has the platinum award for sports and we are the only school in the borough to do so.

Tell us about dance at school
“This term we are learning a cowboy themed dance and really enjoy it”. (year 3)
“We have been dancing like states of matter”, one child told us. They talked about how their recent dance lesson in year 4 was linked to science. 

Tell us about swimming at school
8 out of 10 children had swimming lessons before learning at school. They talked to us about why learning to swim is good. “Everyone needs to know how to swim, it’s a life skill”.
The children have 2 lessons a week in the summer term. 

Tell us about a typical PE lesson
The children learn which skills they will learn/develop in the lesson. The children warm up first and this is usually an activity or game around the skill. E.g, if they are going to develop their stamina they will do some skipping for sustained periods of time. Example of other skills they learn/develop are agility, co-ordination, balance and strength.
The children talked to us about the daily mile. Although at the moment when the weather is bad they will do activities in the classroom instead.

Do you like music?
7 said yes and 3 were inbetween yes and no. 

Tell us about your music lessons
The year 3s told us they were learning traditional music from China and India. They were really enjoying it. 
The year 4 children told us about the tenor horn they were learning for a year. One child said, “We are very privileged to be playing an instrument this year and we are working towards performing in an end of year concert”. The children said they would invite the governors to come. Thank you!

Do you enjoy singing?
The majority said yes they did.
The children talked to us about Neil Cannon from the National Schools’ Singing Programme. He comes once a week to teach singing with the children from year 3 and 4. The children said they really enjoy it.
It was interesting to see that most of the children in the room were part of the school choir which is an after school club run by OF. EB runs the choir for the upper juniors. The children told us they enjoy being part of the choir. 

Safeguarding 
Do you feel safe in school?
All the children said yes.

What would you do if you were worried about something in school?

The children told us about the worry boxes that are in each class. The teacher will then come and talk to the child about their worry. The children said they have a prayer table and they can write a prayer for worries if they want. 

Do you have an adult in school you could talk to about something that was worrying you?
All the children said yes. The children either said CM or their teacher. 


Upper Juniors’ chat – Year 5 and 6

Do you like PE?
All the children said yes. Some of there responses included:
“I like getting active”.
“I enjoy teamwork and learning new skills”.
“Physical activities are good for your mental health”.

The children told us they get feedback on their learning in PE which they said they like as it helps them improve. Similar to the lower juniors the children talked about the skills they learn/develop such as stamina, co-ordination, fitness and strength.

The children told us they were currently doing hockey and netball as well as dance and gymnastics. If PE is an outdoor acvitity they will warm up with a game of tag or something similar.

Tell us about dance at school?

The children were keen to talk about dance and the majority said they enjoyed it. Some of the comments were:
“I enjoy dancing as it improves your mobility”.
“It takes you outside your comfort zone”.

The children then told us about “dance by chance”. They explained that they rolled a dice and each number on the dice was a movement, action and direction of travel. 

The children said they sometimes did “Danny Go” in their classrooms. These are instructional dance videos to music. They also told us they did the daily mile but again, when the weather is bad they do activities in the classroom instead.

When asked, most of the children said they dance outside of school.


Tell us about swimming?

The children told us that they enjoy swimming and are glad they have a school pool. They said they learnt to swim step by step and that it was fun most of the time. The children said the teachers would always help if they needed it. 

2 out of 8 children learnt to swim only through school. The other 6 had external swimming lessons as well. 

The children also told us they had had a swimming safety lesson last year. They felt it was really important to learn how to keep yourself safe in the water. The children said that swimming was a life skill. 

Do you like music?
5 said yes and 3 were unsure. Some of the comments were:
“The best lessons are when we get the instruments out”.
“It is a chance to learn how to play a new instrument and sometimes play something we had never heard of before, like the glockenspiel and the cornet”.
“My least favourite lesson is when we listen to instrumental music”.


Tell us about your music lessons

The children told us they had learnt to play the cornet last year in year 4. A year 6 child told us they had learnt the clarinet in year 4 and decided to carry it on. They are currently preparing for their grade 2 exam!

The children talked about their lessons. Every Friday morning they have a morning music task. For example the children might listen to a piece of classical music and then answer questions from the board in their music books.

They also had singing lessons to prepare for “Young Voices”. This is a concert that is performed by many other schools in a large venue. The children all learn the same songs and perform together. The mission of “Young Voices” is “to ignite a love for music, empower children to discover their voices, and build their confidence and offers children a chance to shine, creating lifelong memories and fostering a sense of community”.  

The year 6 children also said they were learning the songs from the Lion King for their upcoming end of year performance. 

Tell us about choir

Most of the children present attend music club. They told us they sang Christmas songs last term and sing a mixture of hymns and pop songs. Some of he children had learnt sign language to one song and so taught the rest of the children.

Tell us about hymn practice

They told us they had hymn practice once a week. The juniors are in the church and the infants are in the hall. 

Is there anything else you want to tell us about music?

One child told us that their music lessons were a great starting point to introduce them to music and learning an instrument or singing. They said it can help you decide if you want to continue to study music and have a career in music. 

Another child wanted to tell us that they learn tradtional music from different countries and cultures and really enjoy it. 

Safeguarding

Do you have someone you can go to if you have a worry in school?
 
All the children said CM or another adult, usually their teacher.  They also told us about the worry boxes. 
How prepared do you feel for secondary school? (to the year 6s)
Some of the comments were:
“I feel very prepared”.
“The teachers are getting us prepared by giving us a ‘year 7 mindset”.




The governors would like to thank the children who came to talk to us. They were confident, polite, honest and articulate. And thank you to the teacher who gave up their time to support the children. 


