[bookmark: _GoBack]Governor and Pupil Chat – 26/11/2021

Those Present for infant and junior chat: Jen Camp-Overy, Tricia Opalko, Sarah Hubbard, Nick Griffiths and Julia Evans

Discussion Topic: Curriculum, specifically History and Art

We talked to years 2 and 1 together, then years 3 and 4 and then year 5 separately. 

We had a little time at the beginning to chat to the children generally and introduce ourselves and explain what we were doing. The children had their Art and History books for us to look at and were keen to talk to us.


Infants (Years 1 and 2)

Do you enjoy History?
All said yes. 

Can you remember anything you have learnt this year?
The year 1 children told us about Guy Fawkes and how he tried to blow up Parliament. One child told us, “he had a group of friends to help him plan”. 

The children then told us what they had learnt about Space. One informed us that “Valentina Tereshkova was the first woman in space”. The children then explained that fruit flies in fact went to space first as it was dangerous and then a monkey and a dog. They knew the animals’ names and animatedly discussed this with us. 

Can you remember anything you learnt last year?
The year 2 children said they remembered learning about Guy Fawkes last year and that they had made a booklet all about it. 

How do you know if you are doing well in history?
The children told us they had feedback at the bottom of their work, a child specifically told us “a teacher might give us a compliment on our handwriting”. 

The children showed us where the teacher had MD written next to a piece of work and after prompting, told us this means that the teacher has written a comment in their marking diary for whole class feedback. 


What do you do if you don't understand something?
“You put up your hand and wait for a teacher or TA to come and help you”, or the children told us that you can go up to a teacher and ask for help.  In addition, one child offered “You can guess”.

The children talked about doodle maths and explained that when you were doing this for homework, there was a button that gave you hints to help if you were stuck with a question. Or you can ask your parents when you are doing your homework.


Can you show a piece of work you are particularly proud of?
The children looked through their books and held up a particular piece of work they were proud of. We walked around and talked to the children about why they were proud of that piece of work. Some of the reasons they were proud were; “Because of my good writing”, “I tried my hardest and it went really well”, “I labelled it (a space diagram) all on my own”, “I did lots of writing”. One child told us they were proud that they had remembered the answers from a previous learning retrieval quiz. 

Safeguarding:
Do you feel safe in school?
All said yes. 
Who would you go to if you were worried about something?
The children said they would go to a friend, a teacher a parent or a trusted adult. 



Juniors (Years 3 and 4)

Do you enjoy history?
All but one said they enjoyed history lessons. The child who said they didn’t like history said they preferred art lessons. 

Can you remember anything you have learnt this year?
The children told us what they had been learning about the Stone Age and Iron Age. They also talked to us about animals in prehistoric Britain specifically the woolly mammoth and the elk. Year 3 children then went on to tell us about a school trip to Ufton Court where they learnt how to make spears and fences. They told us that this trip had helped with their work in school.  

The year 4 children told us they had been learning about the Romans; the sewage system, Christianity, and the battles they fought in, including the amour they would have been wearing. 


Can you remember anything you learnt last year?
Year 4 children told us they remembered learning what the year 3 children had just been talking about; the Stone Age and iron Age. The children also remembered learning about ancient China. They also told us that they remembered learning about towns and cities in geography. 

After a prompt, the year 3 children remembered learning about Space, and specifically told us about the first animals into space.  

We asked the children what knowledge organisers were and if they had them. They said yes and that they had them for a new topic. “It helps us with our learning” one child said. They explained that they had regular quizzes on their organisers. They told us they had them for history, science, geography and sometimes RE. One child found one in their books for us to look at as an example.  


How do you know if you are doing well in history?
All the children felt they were doing well in history. They said they had ticks and well done stickers in their books. One child said “The teacher sometimes gives us team points if our work is good!” The children said that sometimes if they have done a piece of work very well then it will be used as an example to the class and sometimes put on the visualiser.


What do you do if you don't understand something?
The children told us the following; “We ask our teacher or TA” and “Sometimes I check my knowledge organiser”.


Can you show a piece of work you are particularly proud of?
We only had time to discuss history but the children looked through their history and art books and held up a particular piece of work they were proud of. We walked around and talked to the children about why they were proud of that piece of work. Some of the reasons they were proud were; “I am very proud of my writing and drawing”, “I am proud of myself for getting it all right”, “I am proud because I didn’t realise I could do so much writing”, “I thought I did a really good detailed drawing”. 


Safeguarding:

Do you feel safe in school?
All said yes

Who would you go to if you were worried about something?
The children said they would speak to Cathy Meli, their friends or a teacher.


Juniors (Year 5)

Do you enjoy art?
5 said yes, 3 said no. When we discussed this further, the children who said no said they didn’t enjoy art because they felt they couldn’t draw. We then asked them, excluding drawing do you enjoy art and they all said yes. 


Can you remember anything you have learnt this year?
The children told us they had learnt about different types of drawing and difference styles of painting. They also said they had been stamping and printing – they showed us some examples in their books. 

They explained they had been learning about the artist Hunter Vassar. “He likes painting in bright colours” they told us. When asked if they liked learning about artists, many said “Yes, as it gives you ideas”. 


Can you remember anything you learnt last year?
The children said they remembered learning about sculptures and created their own sculptures out of plastic bottle lids. 


How do you know if you are doing well in art?
One of the children showed us a printed feedback sheet that was completed after art week. It had a list of success criteria. The child then drew a smiley, neutral or sad face next to each success criteria under the heading “I think’, the teacher then also marks it with a face under “My teacher thinks”. 


What do you do if you don't understand something?
“I put my hand up and the teacher can help give you ideas”, one child told us. “Sometimes I ask my work partner”, another said. The children also explained that sometimes, if it seems like everyone is having the same problem, or everyone doesn’t appear to understand something, then the teacher will stop and explain to the whole class. 


Can you show a piece of work you are particularly proud of?
The children looked through their books and held up a particular piece of work they were proud of. We walked around and talked to the children about why they were proud of that piece of work. Some of the reasons they were proud were; “I’m really proud of my drawing”, “I’m proud because this piece of work took me a lot of time to put all the detail in”, and “I got to be myself and show my own style”.


Safeguarding:
Do you feel safe in school?
All said yes.


Who would you go to if you were worried about something?
The children said a teacher or a friend. We discussed with the children what to do if a friend told them a worry. 


We thank the children for talking to us so openly and honestly. 


