[bookmark: _GoBack]Governor and Pupil Chat – 11/03/2022

Those Present for infant and junior chat: Jen Camp-Overy, Tricia Opalko, Sarah Hubbard, Marie Carter and Julia Evans

Discussion Topic: Break and Lunchtimes

We had a little time at the beginning to chat to the children generally and to give them a chance to introduce themselves. We explained who we were and what we wanted to talk to them about. The children seemed keen to talk to us. 


Infants 

Tell us what you love about breaktimes.
The children all said they enjoyed breaktime and some of the reasons given were; “I like playing on the pirate ship”, “I like climbing”, “I like playing with my friends”, “I enjoy playing football”, “I love going on the equipment”, “I like being creative by inventing new games to play with my friends” and “I like being in the fresh air”.

Is there anything you would like to improve or change?
9 out of the 13 children present said it is perfect as it is. The 4 children who wanted a change or improvement gave us some suggestions such as a bouncy castle and a slide in the playground. We explained to them why this wasn’t possible but assured them that a bouncy castle had been booked for the “Summer Fun Day” this year.

Can you easily see the lunchtime staff?
All the children said they could see the staff. “Yes we can, as they have a bright jacket on”, the children told us.  

Are they helpful?
All said yes they were helpful. We asked the children to give us some examples. They told us; “they help us cut up our jacket potatoes”, “they help us get our lunch”, “when I fell over, they helped me”, “when I hurt my eye at lunchtime, they helped me” and “I like to hold their hands”.  

Do you feel safe in the playground?
Most answered yes to this question. One child said they didn’t feel safe when other children “run past quickly”. However, the rest of the children who answered no, gave us the reason that it was around friendship fallouts.

What happens if you get hurt/upset?
“If someone isn’t nice, I will tell them to stop and then if they still don’t stop I will tell a teacher.” One child told us. 
“I will go and play with someone else”, another told us. 

Y1/Y2-Do you enjoy having separate playtimes?
This answer was fairly split. Those who said they prefer having them together gave the following reasons: “because I like playing with my sister”, “I make more friends” and “I have more friends to play football with”. The children who preferred it separate cited that it gives them more room to play. 



Juniors

Tell us what you love about breaktimes.
Most of the children said they liked playing or chatting with their friends. They also enjoyed the break from learning and told us “the fresh air helps us concentrate better on our next lesson”. They enjoyed the different areas and that you could choose to run around or sit and chat with your friends. One child told us, “I like breaktimes in summer best because we can be on the field, and I love eating my lunch outside.”

Is there anything you would like to improve or change?
After a short discussion, the children agreed it worked well as it was except it would be good to have more equipment available outside such as skipping ropes, hoops and hurdles. They suggested they could make obstacle courses. One child suggested “it would be good to add some more trees – I like nature around us”.
One child suggested it would be useful for the staff to have name badges. All the children quickly agreed with this idea.   

Can you easily see the lunchtime staff?
All the children said yes. “The new jackets are good and can help you easily see a member of staff”. All the children said they liked the “here to help” sign on the back of the jackets. One child told us “sometimes I can’t see them”. JCO went on to explain that sometimes they will be helping another child and may have had to take them inside. There were also fewer staff available during covid restrictions as we had a number of staff off sick or isolating at any one time. The children were reassured that this was now back to normal. 
All the children agreed that it would be useful for them to spread out a bit to make them more accessible to all the year groups. 

Are they helpful?
All said yes. One child told us that they were all just focused on helping the children in the playground and this reassured them. 
The children gave us some examples of how they are helpful; “they tell you when it’s your turn for lunch” and “they help you if you hurt yourself”. 
The children suggested that it would be more helpful if they were called in by class instead of year groups for lunch. 

Do you feel safe in the playground?
All but one child said they felt safe in the playground. The child who didn’t feel safe said that sometimes it is busy and you have to wait to talk to one of the lunchbunch. They also told us that you could fall and hurt yourself on the concrete. 

What happens if you get hurt/upset?
“Staff are there and they come over if they see someone has fallen over”, we were told. “If we have a disagreement with our friends, we try to resolve it by ourselves first but if we can’t, we will tell a grown up” they explained. 
One child told us, “I fell over and a member of staff came over and gave me a hug”. 

KS2-Do you like playing in separate areas of the playground?
Again, a split response. Similar to the infants’ responses, the children told us that they liked to play with other friends or siblings. But they said the separate areas had made them feel safer during Covid. One child told us that “there is more space for just your group” and that’s why they preferred the separate groups.  


We thank the children for talking to us so openly and honestly. 

