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Those Present for infant and junior chat: Marie Carter, Julia Evans, Patricia Opalko, Sarah Armstrong and Faith Whitelock

Discussion Topic: Catholic Social Teaching

Objective: To ascertain the progression in the children’s learning of Catholic Social Teaching (CST) and associated terminology

Governor Priority this relates to: Catholic life of the school and reviewing progress made on objective set at our last section 48 inspection around CST. 

We had time at the beginning to chat to the children generally and introduce ourselves and explain what we were doing. Despite it being a very hot day, the children seemed very keen to talk to us about their learning.  


Junior (Year 4,5 and 6) Discussion:

What is Catholic Social Teaching and do you know why we learn about it?

The children explained that it was a number of rules to follow to be a good person, and to follow Jesus’ example. One child explained that it was created by Pope Leo XIII. They explained that it was about being kind, good people and looking after our world. “This is how we can love Jesus as he loves us”.

Can anyone tell me one of the principles of CST and what they mean?
Dignity, Solidartiy, the common good, option for the poor, peace, care for creation and the environment, dignity of work and participation 

The children could easily name all the principles and explain them. 

What have you been learning in class about CST? 

The children explained to us that they learnt about CST in most subjects. They talked to us about History and the industrial revolution and English. We went on to discuss children who are forced to work and the reasons and why it is wrong. The children talked about their English lessons and told us about a book that had been reading. “We have been reading about ‘Kick’ in English, which links to CST”. Kick is a book written by Mitch Johnson for children and deals with issues such as poverty, child labour and human rights. 

The year 6 children told us about CAFOD coming in to do a workshop with them last term. 

What do you do to action Catholic Social Teaching?

“I give to the homeless” 
“We have been learning about pollution, so I put all my rubbish in the bin and make sure nothing is left on the floor”
“We have a compost bin at home and have showers for a limited time and not baths to save water”
“I make sure I turn the lights off at home”
“I’m part of Eco group at school”
“At school I try to spread peace by sorting out arguing”
“We have anti-bullying ambassadors at school to keep peace in the playground”
“You should try to walk or cycle to school”
“We recycle things at home”
“We raise money for CAFOD”
“I bring in something for ‘Foodshare’”
The children told us about the G14 summit they are doing this year. For a day, each class teaches the rest of the school about their sustainability “doorway” via “Stalls” using activities and games. The year 6 children explained their maths challenge to the governors. This involves receiving £5 each and using it to buy ingredients/materials and then selling something at the end to raise money for charity. 

Do you feel safe at school?

All 15 children said yes, they do feel safe.

Who would you go to if you had a problem or worry at school?

Responses included: lunch bunch, friends, teachers, Cathy, HT and TAs.

“I would speak to a teacher, they are the people I trust the most”.
“I would speak to any member of staff”.



Year 3 and 1 Discussion: (Year 2 were swimming and Reception were enjoying forest school) 

What is Catholic Social Teaching and do you know why we learn about it?

“It is learning about Jesus and what he wants us to do”, one child informed us. 
“It is about being kind to everyone and people you don’t know”, another told us.
The children explained it was about making the world a better place. They explained that we can do this by picking up rubbish and giving first aid. One child told us; “It is about hearing God’s message and doing it”.


Can anyone tell me one of the principles of CST and what they mean?

CST terminology is understandably challenging for this age group but they talked to us about giving money to the poor and buying things for homeless people. One child told us they donated presents to others at Christmas. Another told us that their family made sure they donated unwanted clothes to charity. 

We asked the children what is meant by being poor. The children told us; “it is not having enough money”. The children told us they bring food in for “Foodshare”. 

We asked the children if they had heard of CAFOD. Most of the children said they had. A year 1 child said they had talked about “Laudato Si’”. “The Pope tells us to look after our world”, they told us. We asked the children why. “Because God created it” they said. One child told us they were part of Eco Group. 


Do you feel safe at school?

All 9 children said yes, they do feel safe.

Who would you go to if you had a problem or worry at school?

Many of the children told us they would talk to a teacher. “Every playtime, there is an adult”, one child explained. Some children said they would also talk to their friends. 


Governor notes:
We noticed a marked improvement on the children’s understanding of CST and also the use of the CST language compared with the same time a year ago. The children were much more confident in their explanations and volunteering information. They needed significantly less prompting than last year. A huge well done to the SLT and staff team for all the work they have done this year. 


We thank the children for talking to us so openly and honestly. 

