Pupil Chat – 09/12/2022

Present: Jen Camp-Overy, Tricia Opalko, Foula Franceskides, Julia Evans, Sarah Hubbard and Sarah Armstrong

Topic: To chat to children with SEN about their school learning and experiences 

The governors introduced themselves and ensured the children were at ease and happy to talk to us before we asked them our questions. The children also had an adult with them to support them.


Infant’s chat

We asked the children if they enjoy school. Why?

All the children said yes. The children told us “Yes, because I like playing with my friends” and “yes, because I like Maths”. 

We asked the children if they found their lessons hard or easy.

One child told us that maths was easy for them. One child said writing was average, another said they found it easy. One child found working on letters the hardest. They told us about a story featuring Santa. One child said they had read this aloud to the class.

Are lessons fun?

The children told us they like learning and that it is fun. They told us they were learning about the world. We discussed learning in class further and one child told us they found it hard to sit still. They have a blue chair which is designed to help. The child told us they try very hard to sit still and concentrate. They also told us they have a standing desk which also helps during lessons to do their work. 

Other than English and Maths, what other subjects to you do?

They told us they have lessons in PE, Art, History and Science. 

What do you do if you find something hard in class?

The children said they put their hand up and the teaching assistant or teacher would come and help them. 


Do you know how to get better at your work?

One child told us articulately “by learning from the teacher”. Another told us by listening in class. 



Do you enjoy PE? What have you been doing in PE in school this term?

The children said they enjoyed PE and have been running, throwing, catching and using rackets. 

Do you enjoy break times? Why?   

The children said they enjoyed lunchtime, and one told us that they like the lunch from the canteen. 


Do you feel safe at school? Why?

All the children said they feel safe in school. They discussed with us what would happen if there was a fire. We also asked them if there is someone they can talk to if they have any worries and the children said they would talk to their teacher. 



Juniors’ chat

We asked the children if they enjoy school. Why?

All but one child said they enjoyed school. Reasons for this were because; “I like handwriting”, “I like school trips”, “The lessons are fun, particularly DT, Geography and Art”, “I like Maths and English” and “I like watching videos of how things are made”. We asked the child who said they did not like school to explain why. They said they don’t enjoy maths or writing. 

We asked the children if they found their lessons hard or easy.

The responses were varied. Some children said they found lessons hard, some said they were easy.  “I like chemistry”, “I find them boring”, “I find hymn practise hard”, “Writing is OK but I find maths hard” and “I like art, we did fish sculpting out of soap”.

We asked the children if they found their lessons fun.

The children told us that they liked their lessons and generally found them fun. One child said they particularly found PE fun and enjoyed football. One child told us about a lesson when they were very proud of their writing. Another child shared with us that they had worked very hard at their writing and had won an award. We discussed reading for a short time and one child told us they liked animal books. This child had brought in a book and read the title page for us. Another child told us that they found science fun and informed us that they were learning about materials; plastic, wood and metal. 

Other than English and Maths, what other subjects do you do?

It was clear from the discussions above that all the children we talked to get access to the board curriculum on offer. When we asked the question the children said, History, Art, DT, Geography, Science and PE. 
We asked the children what they do if they find something hard in class.

The children told us the following: “I use cubes to help in maths”, “My friends help, they are nice”, “Friends in Year 6 come and play with us at break time” and “It’s easier when the teacher helps me”.

In addition, most of the children said, “I put my hand up and my teacher or the teaching assistant helps me”. 

Do you know how to get better at your work?

The children told us; “I try, and I practise”, “The work starts off easy or medium and then gets harder”, “I get help with my writing and I have a computer to help me and I have learnt to touch type”. “My teacher said I did well in RE so I got to make Christmas cards”.

Do you enjoy PE? What have you been doing in PE in school this term?

There were a mixture of responses to enjoyment of PE. The children told us “I don’t like football, I prefer rugby”, “We do badminton and hockey”, “I enjoy football, hockey and cricket”. 

Do you enjoy break times? Why? What do you do during break time?

All the children told us that they enjoyed lunch/break time. A couple of children explained to us that there is a separate table in the hall where some of them can sit with an adult to eat. They also told us; “I have my lunch with Cathy at lunchtime”, “I play in the garden after lunch but it’s a bit wet at the moment”. We asked the children a little more about the garden and this is the wild, fenced off garden area that some the children are allowed to play in with Cathy supervising. 

Further comments from the children were; “I can go to Cathy at break times if I need to”, I play with Lego in my break times”, and lastly “Yes, I like break times because I like to play with my friends on the equipment”.

We asked the children if they feel safe at school and why?

They children said yes. We also talked to the children about what they would do if they had a worry. They told us, “I would look for a teacher for help”, “I need to be careful of some of the boys in the playground but I will tell a teacher” and “I would see a TA if I had a worry”.




The governors would like to thank the children who came to talk to us. They all did incredibly well in responding to all our questions and were honest and articulate. We would also like to thank the staff who supported the children during the chat.


  
