Pupil Chat – 17/03/2023

Governors Present: Tricia Opalko, Foula Franceskides, Julia Evans, David Sammels

Topic: To chat to children about writing. 

The governors welcomed the children and they introduced themselves to us. The children were at ease and happy to talk to us before we asked them our questions. The children had each brought in a selection of their books for us to look at. Examples were, English, RE, History and Science. The children also had a teacher with them to support them.


Infant’s chat – Year 1 and 2

Do you like writing and why?

All said yes, they like writing. One child responded positively by saying, “I didn’t like English but I love reading so I thought maybe I do like English and now I like English”.

In response to why they all like writing, the children also told us “Because you get to write stories”, “We can learn how to say stuff through our letters’, “It’s fun” and “You can be an author when you grow up if you want to”.

Do you find writing hard or easy?

Most children said they found it easy, with a couple saying they found it hard. We then asked the children who found it hard, why? The responses were varied, “My hand gets tired”, “I find it hard to think of something to write”.

What the stickers in your books are for?

We asked the children this when they showed us their books. The children told us that they weren’t stickers but they were for helping with planning their writing. The teacher explained that “The Write Stuff” scheme of work was introduced 18 months ago across the school to help improve writing. This approach uses scaffolding. Scaffolding in this case is the process of breaking down a larger writing task into smaller tasks that focus on the skills or types of knowledge pupils require to successfully complete the larger assignment. We were shown the “writing rainbow”. It was explained to us that there are three zones and within each zone there are nine lenses intended to support the children’s learning and writing.  It focuses attention on the specific element of writing that the children are learning about in each lesson. 

The children explained to us that the left side of their work book was for planning. “You can plan your words for the sentences you will write”, one child told us. “You can get ideas from someone else or your teacher”, another told us. They then explained that the right side is used to write up your own piece of work. The children had three lenses to focus on per lesson. We went on to see this method consistently used in the books throughout the school.




How does the teacher help you to write?

The children told us the teachers modelled the work first, “They help us by doing an example on the board first”. Words are then highlighted and the children are then allowed to write  their own words. We then asked the children if they would like to read some of their work to us. The children were keen and confidently read their work to us. Year 2 children told us they were working on a piece about how to make a birdfeeder. Year 1 told us they were also doing non-fiction and were writing about waterfalls and a safari trip. 

The children then told us that the teacher will choose a piece of work, completed well, to go on the display board. We asked the children how that made them feel, “I feel very proud.” one child told us. 

Do you find reading easy?

Five out of the eight children said they found reading easy. We had a few minutes left so we discussed this briefly. Some children told us they read for fun and some said they read every other day at home. 

Do you feel safe at school? 

All the children except for one said they feel safe in school. We asked the child who said they didn’t feel safe why, the response was because sometimes they fall over in the playground. We asked if there was someone to help if you fall over and they all said yes. 


Juniors’ chat – Years 3 and 4

Do you like writing?

All the children said yes. 

Do you find writing easy?

The response was mixed. The children who found it hard told us “It’s hard because you have to remember capital letter and full stops” and “I find it hard to remember to leave a finger space in between my words”, “ ‘The Big Write’ is hard because you have to include similes, adjectives and it can be hard to remember”.

We then discussed what a “Big Write” was. The children explained to us that it is an independent written piece of work that happens over a series of lessons.

Two children read some of their work to us. They read confidently and we were impressed at the extensive vocabulary used. 

Again, the children showed us their books and there was evidence of the left side of their books used for planning and the right hand side for writing up their piece of work.

Where does the vocabulary for your work come from?

We were told, “The teachers teach us the vocabulary” and “Teachers give us ideas”.

What do you do if you’re not sure what to write?

The children agreed that you could think for yourself first and then ask a teacher. The children went on to explain that after the independent write the teacher marks your work and can give specific feedback or class feedback from the marking diaries. We then had a discussion with the children about editing their work. 

How do the lenses help you write?

One child said, “The teachers will explain which ones we are focusing on and what they are so we can use them in our writing.”


We then went on to have a look at the children’s books they brought with them. We discussed how much writing is done in subjects other than English. The children said they wrote a lot in all the other subjects. We also saw evidence of knowledge organisers in their books. 


We asked the children if they feel safe at school?

They children said yes, confidently.



Juniors’ chat – Years 5 and 6

Do you like writing?

The children all said yes. When we asked why, the responses were; “Because I find it relaxing”, “I find it fun”, “I like writing fiction, I don’t enjoy formal writing such as letters” and “I like writing all types”.

How do teachers help you learn to write?

“The teachers give us lenses to help us write” was one answer. One child told us that if you finished then the teacher would give you a further two lenses to add to your work. The children showed us an example of their work and how they use the left hand side of their page to prepare and the right hand side to write up their piece of work. The children told us that sometimes to help plan the teacher would use role play or videos for ideas. 

We then went on to discuss feedback from the teachers with the children. The children said the teacher will highlight spelling mistakes or grammar, sometimes at an individual level and sometimes whole class feedback from the marking diary. 

One child told us “There are shoutouts in class to someone who has done very well, for example, written a very good sentence to give an example to the rest of the class.” Furthermore, teachers will choose a child’s piece of work to go up on the wall – on the ‘sentence stacker” to celebrate achievement. 

Some of the children read out some of their independent work to us. Once, again we were impressed with the vocabulary used and asked the children about it. They said, “Teachers will give us the vocabulary, or we can use a dictionary”, “We also use ‘Write like a Ninja’ book”. The governors asked about this book and we were told that it is a thesaurus, focused on KS2 that helps prompt the children to think of rich, alternative words. One child told us “We can also chat to our friends and come up with some good words together”.

Again, the children were keen to show us their books displaying writing in other subjects. For example, they told us about the science experiments they had to write up. 


We asked the children if they feel safe at school?

All the children said yes. 




We had a few minutes at the end where the subject lead talked to us about why “The Write Stuff” was introduced to the school. The aim was to improve writing overall, particularly as a result of the negative impact Covid had to the children’s writing skills, and to close the gap between those who found writing hard and those who found it easier. They wanted an approach that used Rosenshine’s principles, a consistent planning approach and clear modelling. They also wanted evident flow and progression of the children’s work throughout the school. The same approach is used across the school and this was evident to the governors in the books from year 1 to year 6.  



The governors would like to thank the children who came to talk to us. They were confident, polite, honest and articulate. We would also like to thank the teacher who supported the children during the chat for their time.


  
