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Governors Present: Tricia Opalko, Foula Franceskides, Julia Evans, David Sammels, Kevin Harte and Fr Liam
Topic: To chat to children about maths. 
The governors welcomed the children, we introduced ourselves and explained who the governors are and what we were doing today. The children were at ease and happy to talk to us before we asked them our questions. The children had each brought in their history and geography booked for us to look at. The children showed us a piece of work they were most proud of to begin with, the governors had a look at the books and talked to the children about their work.

Infant’s chat – Year 1 and 2
What is history?
“It tells us about the past,” one child volunteered. 
Do you like history and why?
“I like history but I prefer geography,” one child told us. 
All said they liked history and they explained that they liked learning about new things. The children said the teachers used videos and slides on the board when teaching. 
What are some of the topics you have been learning?
· The Great Fire of London
· The Gunpowder Plot
· Kings and Queens 
· Toys through history
· Diaries
Tell us something you have learnt this term.
The children told us they had had a day dressing up as historical figures and told us what they had learnt about the Great Fire of London. They told us they were soon having a workshop on this topic that they were looking forward to. 
Do you like geography and why?
The children all said they enjoyed geography. 
What are some of the topics you have been learning?
The children showed us some map work in their books. 
· Year 1 talked about the local area: local landmarks such as the cinema, the Maidenhead bridge and the Thames river
· Year 2 talked about maps of London 
Do you feel safe in school?
All the children said yes. 

What can you do if you are worried about anything in school.
The children said they would tell a teacher, their mum or dad or would write a worry down and put it in the worry box. 

Lower Junior’s chat – Year 3 and 4
Do you like history and why?
They all said they enjoyed history. “I like learning about what happened in the past,” one child told us. 
“I like learning about the past and how people lived,” another volunteered.
“I have enjoyed learning about the tools people used in the past,” another child told us.
What are some of the topics you have been learning?
· The Romans
· Ancient Egypt
· Kings and Queens
· The children evidenced learning from previous years
Describe a really good history lesson
The children told us they had really enjoyed their lessons on the Romans. They were taught lots of interesting facts and said there were a lot of things that surprised them. They had also enjoyed a fun game played using the smartboard.
The children talked about knowledge organisers and how they worked.
The children talked about the Great Fire of London workshop they had really enjoyed last year and Ufton Court which is a school trip to an outdoor learning site where the history they are taught in the classroom comes to life. 
Do you have a favourite period in history? 
· The Romans
· The Stone Age 
Do you like geography?
They all liked geography although this was a topic they hadn’t done since last year and were looking forward to next term. 
What are some of the topics you have been learning?
They needed some initial prompting but then they remembered lots they had learnt in the last 1-2 years.
· USA
· Oceans
· Continents
· Different temperatures around the world
· Atlas work

The children talked about how history was linked with geography. One child told us what Scotland and England were called many years ago. 
Do you do any mapwork? What is that like? 
They talked about the mapwork they had done in year 1 and 2. They had walked round the local area and created maps. 
Can they talk about studying world geography/sustainability/local environment
The children talked to us about climates change and what they can do to look after the world.
Do you feel safe in school?
All said yes.
What can you do if you are worried about anything in school?
The children said they would talk to an adult, talk to Cathy and/or talk to their parents. 

Upper Junior’s chat – Year 5 and 6
What is history?
“It is learning about what happened in the past,” and “Learning about how people lived,” the children told us.
Do you like history and why?
The children all said they liked history and said they enjoyed learning how we have evolved and changed over time, and they also said they learn to respect the past. We then discussed what we can learn from the past and how it can affect the future. 
What are some of the topics you have been learning?
· Ancient Greeks
· Romans
· Ancient Egypt
· The Saxons
· The Stone Age
· The Vikings
· The Great Fire of London
Describe a really good history lesson
· Clearly explained information
· Acting 
· Hot seating
· Videos
Do you have a favourite period in history? 
“I really enjoyed the ancient Greeks and learning about all the gods”. Others enjoyed learning about the Romans and the Stone Age. They were fascinated with the first people who had lived, how they lived and how it was different to us today.

Do you like geography and why?
Most said yes but a couple said no. Those who said no, said they prefer history.
Those who said yes said they particularly enjoyed learning about rivers, the water cycle and learning about different temperatures and environments around the world.
Can they talk about studying world geography/sustainability/local environment
The children said they mainly talked about sustainability in science lessons. They talked about care for creation - climate change and what they can do to help. They also talked about what can be done in a wider context eg use less fossil fuels. We discussed electric vehicles.
Do you do any mapwork?
They said they hadn’t done any map work yet this year but talked about what they had done in previous years. 
Do you feel safe in school?
All said yes. One child said they feel less safe outside but there were staff outside that they could go to.
What can you do if you are worried about anything in school.
The children said they would talk to an adult, talk to Cathy and/or talk to their friends or parents. 
The explained to us about the worry box and how it worked. It was all kept confidential and teacher would come to you privately to help. 

The governors would like to thank the children who came to talk to us. They were confident, polite, honest and articulate. 


